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Evaluating Web Based Lessons

· Appropriacy and relevance
Is the lesson aim appropriate and relevant to the learners' needs? 
· Suitability
Is the lesson suited to the world wide web?
Could it be done better in another medium, e.g. a printed newspaper of magazine?

· Motivation
How real and motivating are the tasks?
· Language
What kind of language will the learners be exposed to?
What’s the style and register of the language?  Is it appropriate to their needs?
Does the language contain slang, colloquialisms or any errors?
· Language skills and ICT skills
Which language skills will be practised? 
Which ICT  skills will be needed to complete the tasks? Will learners need training?
· Efficiency
Will learners spend time searching for the correct WebPage/information?

· Problems
Are there any foreseeable problems and how can they be avoided?
E.g. a clear demonstration of the task, or contingency plan
· Adaptation
How would the lesson or tasks need to be adapted for different learners?

Other considerations

Some Issues of Web Based Lessons

For:

· The enormous wealth of information provides easy access to authentic materials and allows us to complement lessons with up-to-date news, articles or features

· A web based lesson provides learners with an opportunity to practise and develop the skill of using the Internet whilst also practising their English language skills

· Web based lessons are very learner centred.  There's no teacher focus and tasks are easily personalised

· Learner Autonomy is promoted by equipping learners with the skills to use the Internet and showing them some of the places that they can visit to practise their English

· Lessons can be motivating, visually stimulating and very enjoyable

· In the digital age, learners and school managers are beginning to expect the employment of electronic learning

Problems:

· Speed is dependent upon the computer, connection, provider and the time of day
Know the slow periods to avoid
· Efficiency can be poor when searching and the astounding volume of information can overwhelm and overload
A good list of well organised bookmarks and suggested sites is extremely useful
Being focussed, organised and planning ahead will also help
· Web Sites sometimes have down times or disappear.  Linguistically they may contain very technical terminology, culturally specific language or mistakes
Check the WebSite carefully, consider the language in light of the evaluation criteria.  Spotting mistakes could even be used as part of the task
· Technical glitches & viruses
Be prepared, have a contingency plan.  Does the lesson have to take place on-line?  Can WebPages be saved and read off-line or even printed?
Ensure that your computer system has regularly updated anti-virus software
· Viewing WebSites unrelated to the task
Consider the learners preferences, can their favourite web pages be integrated?
Software is available to block out unwanted WebSites 

· Your group of learners may include computer experts, someone who has never seen a mouse and people who don’t like looking at a computer screen
Know your learners and adopt tasks where necessary
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