ITMELT Workshop Plan – Saturday 10:45 – 11:30

Tools to help students' writing: are they educational or do they replace education?

Abstract:

Writing job application letters is a common writing task students have to face, both in courses and in the job application process. Students and their teachers want good letters to increase the chances of getting an interview. 

Participants in this workshop will get a chance to write personalized job application letters using an online program. This will be followed by a discussion about whether they think the program is educational, or whether it replaces education in job application letter writing. 

Arguments in favour of this approach to genre-specific writing skills include that the program produces a personalized model letter which can be integrated into the students’ writing practice, for example by providing a basic template which the students can build on as they develop their application letter writing skills, and that the program contains context-sensitive advice on how to write in this genre.

Arguments against this approach include the objection that students may be product-orientated and not look at the advice, and that the program replaces the students’ knowledge of writing for this genre, instead of increasing it. It may be that the process of personalizing a generic model is an important part of the educational process, and that the use of this program may deprive students of this experience.

Materials:
Whiteboard and OHT pens, board rubber, OHT, OHTs.

Introduction:

10:45 
Intro self – Name, employer, job, interests.

10:46
Workshop outline  - Intro program – demo program - participants use – discuss.

10:50
Intro program & arguments

Arguments in favour 

· the program produces a personalized model letter which can be integrated into the students’ writing practice, 

· providing a basic template which the students can build on as they develop their application letter writing skills, 

· program contains context-sensitive advice on how to write in this genre.

Arguments against 

· students may be product-orientated and not look at the advice, 

· program replaces the students’ knowledge of writing for this genre, instead of increasing it. 

· process of personalizing a generic model is an important part of the educational process, and that the use of this program may deprive students of this experience.

10:51
Demo program 

10:55
Participants use & read Teachers Notes

11:10
Discuss

11:30
Round off – refreshments in Room 112

