Lesson Plan


Title: 
Weather on the WWW

	Course:
	Elementary and above
	Genre/Theme:
	Weather

	Learning Outcomes:
	After successful completion of this lesson, students will:

· Better understand the language associated with prediction, forecasts and comparison

· Improve their written skills, reading skills and broaden their vocabulary

· Improve their communicative skills

· Be more aware using avenues for self study on the WWW 

	Time:
	· 1 – 2 lessons 

	Materials:
	· Computers with WWW connection. Faster computers with the latest Internet plug ins and faster internet access are recommended

	Computer Skills 
	· Basic browsing skills

· Basic word processing skills

	Focus
	Weather and weather forecasts

	Introduction
	This series of lessons is built around the accessibility of weather forecasts on the Internet and WWW.


Suggested Procedure: 


	Building the Field
	Discuss the weather and climate. Check the basic weather vocabulary is understood (particularly for lower levels). http://www.aitech.ac.jp/~iteslj/quizzes/mc-we.html has an online weather vocab quiz

	Model Text
	Have the class look at the weather forecast for a particular place on an Internet weather site. (Choose the WWW site you like that you feel appropriate for your class). Analyse the structure of the forecast and its presentation

	Joint Construction
	Have students, in pairs for communicative benefit, look up particular places on the Internet weather site and answer questions and make comparisons between them. (Where is it raining? Which is colder? In which place would you like to go swimming tomorrow ?)

	Individual Construction
	Students write their own forecasts for places of their choice without using the website. Lower levels would require more structured assistance to complete this activity such as a worksheet with appropriate headings. Students can work in pairs for communicative benefit and groups can present their forecasts to the other class members.

	Extension
	The comprehensive online weather sites contain all sorts of weather information that can be exploited in many ways especially with higher levels. Climate, enviromental change and natural disasters are examples of areas that can be extended into.

	Evaluation
	The students’ level of interest and completed weather forecasts will indicate their progress in this activity.

	Teacher’s Role
	The teacher provides direction, guidance and support to students (especially lower levels and those with difficulties navigating the web). Whilst student centred learning is encouraged, the teacher is required to direct the students to activities that promote learning (and avoid pitfalls of random and aimless browsing) and to support this learning when students go off track or have difficulties.

	Reference

Online Weather Sites
	Choose the one you like and feel would be best for your class;

http://www.cnn.com/WEATHER/ The CNN weather site

http://weather.yahoo.com/ The Yahoo weather site

http://au.excite.com/weather the Excite weather site

http://www.weather.com A comprehensive weather site

http://www.wxdude.com/ Another comprehensive weather site (even has songs)



	Other Lesson Plans
	These two weather sites contain prepared lesson plans and handouts for online weather lessons that can be adapted to fit this general lesson plan

http://www.esllessons.com/lessons/CALL/CALL1beg-weather.html  handout  and lesson plan for using the CNN weather site

http://www.picturedictionary.org/opd/website_lesson.html  lesson plan for a weather lesson from Oxford using the Yahoo weather site
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