Lesson Plan


Title: 
Recipes on the WWW

	Course:
	Elementary and above
	Genre/Theme:
	Food and Recipes

	Learning Outcomes:
	After successful completion of this lesson, students will:

· Better understand the instruction genre and language used in it.

· Improve their reading skills, written skills and broaden their vocabulary

· Gain communicative benefits in the process of doing the project

· Gain satisfaction by publishing their own work

	Time:
	· 1 or more lessons for preparation

· 1 lesson for writing up recipes/project

	Materials:
	· Computers with WWW connection. 

· A word processing program

	Computer Skills 
	· Basic browsing and word processor skills

	Focus
	Food and Recipes

	Introduction
	This series of lessons comprises a basic example of project  based learning that can be used even with lower levels classes. It is built around the universal attraction of food with the large number of resources relating to that topic that exist on the Internet and WWW. Students learn about the instructional language of recipes from examples and then write their own. This can be done in pairs adding communicative benefits as students negotiate this project together. On completion all the students’ work is collated and then published in print or online form.


Suggested Procedure: 


	Building the Field
	A discussion on food and cooking, as well as food that students like and dislike will arouse interest in the lessons to follow.

	Model Text
	http://deil2.lang.uiuc.edu/ExChange3/cb.html is a web site with a student project that collects students’ recipes. http://www.otan.dni.us/webfarm/emailproject/cook.htm  is another project with many student recipes. http://www.recipexchange.com/recipexchange_cfmfiles/recipes.cfm is a website with recipes for just about anything   Choose a recipe from one of these as an example, or find one elsewhere on the web. Any search engine will turn up large numbers of recipes. (This stage can also be text based and done in the classroom.) Analyse the format and language used, especially the common instructional verbs that will be required to write a recipe. Lower levels will require more input and direction than higher levels.

	Joint Construction
	http://www.ardecol.ac-grenoble.fr/english/enquest2.htm has a worksheet to go with the http://deil2.lang.uiuc.edu/ExChange3/cb.html website or you can devise your own similar worksheet for students in pairs to analyse recipes before going on to the next step of writing their own.

	Individual Construction
	Using a word processor, students write their own recipes. Students could write about their favourite food or you could direct them. For example the whole class could write recipes for a particular country’s cuisine. Supplying a standard format for the recipes is suggested especially for the lower levels. Students can write these recipes in pairs adding a communicative side to the activity whilst they negotiate between themselves to complete the project. The finished recipes should be collated (by the teacher or students themselves if possible) and either printed out or published on the net. 

	Extension
	If the recipes are to be published on the web students could add pictures of the food and even add links to web sites pertaining to the food. For higher level students the project can be made more complex. For example it could include more than just the recipe such as a history section, how to eat the food, regional variations, cultural significance or more. Search engines can turn up all sorts of information about particular foods.

Collated online cookbooks can also be linked on the web to http://www.otan.dni.us/webfarm/emailproject/cook.htm 

Another extension that adds a social dimension to your class is having a party where the students can cook the dishes from their recipes for all to try!

	Teacher’s Role
	The teacher provides direction, guidance and support to students (especially lower levels and those with difficulties navigating the web). Whilst student centred learning in pairs is encouraged, the teacher is required to direct the students to activities that promote learning (and avoid pitfalls of random and aimless browsing) and to support this learning when students go off track or have difficulties. Collating the recipes and also web conversion may end up falling on the teacher if these tasks are beyond the students’ capabilities.

	Evaluation
	The final form of the project will give an indication of how the students have progressed in this activity.

	Final Word
	Food is a universally popular topic with students that has many resources on the Internet. Other types of lessons using food and the general communicative lesson plan are easy to devise. Restaurants and menus are another  popular theme that can also be used for a small project such as an area restaurant guide. http://www.aitech.ac.jp/~iteslj/guides/dining.html is a web based quest style lesson that lends it self to collaborative work by students.
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