Lesson Plan


Title: 
Newspapers on the WWW

	Course:
	Intermediate and higher
	Genre/Theme:
	Newspapers

	Learning Outcomes:
	After successful completion of this lesson, students will:

· Better understand the newspaper genre and language used in newspapers

· Improve their reading skills  and broaden their vocabulary

· Improve their oral presentation skills and ability to express their own opinions

· Improve their communicative skills

· Be more aware using avenues for self study on the WWW

This activity has a number of interlinking objectives. On a linguistic level it involves building on reading skills in the scanning of various articles by students in order for them to choose one they feel suitable and comfortable with to prepare their presentations. On another level it builds on the students knowledge of the WWW as well as the use of web browsers for its navigation. A further level is the expanding of the students' cultural awareness by their exposure to different viewpoints from various countries from all over the world. Cooperative learning is used allowing students to find suitable stories together adding communicative benefits to this activity.

The preparation of the newspaper presentation involves the students in reading their articles in detail and understanding the new vocabulary they come across. Their knowledge of current affairs as well as social, political and economic issues is expanded. In the case of news stories from newspapers foreign to either their home country, they are able to make comparisons with how these same issues are reported and dealt with in different countries thereby expanding their cultural awareness. The actual oral presentation of their reports helps to build on their oral presentation skills, pronunciation and confidence in speaking English in front of a group. Note taking, by the students listening to the reports, is another skill used in this activity and these notes are further used to create oral summaries of the original reports. Finally this activity allows students to express their own opinions and ideas on current issues in the news and where possible leading to further class discussion.

	Time:
	· 1 or more lessons for online readings

· 1 lesson for searching for newspaper reports on the WWW

· lessons as required for presentation of newspaper reports

	Materials:
	· Computers with WWW connection and latest plug ins

· Printer connected to the computer

	Computer Skills 
	· Basic browsing skills

	Focus
	Newspaper genre and reports from the internet

	Introduction
	Accessing English language news from around the world on the WWW opens up numerous possibilities for language teaching with almost unlimited potential. One such activity is an adjunct to a regular classroom activity involving students summarising and giving oral reports about newspaper articles. Students can find these articles in local English newspapers but for variety and as an additional activity in its own right students can access the WWW to find their articles from different English language newspapers from all over the world.  Online reading lessons with exercises are used to introduce the field. Students then browse the newspapers on the WWW of a country of their choice till they find a suitable article, which is then printed out. Students read the article and prepare their presentation for homework just as they do every week with their article from the local newspaper. Time permitting students also use the web (either links from the newspaper where they found their article or a search engine) to get some background information on the place that the newspaper of their article comes from, which they should then include with their oral report of the story. (This is particularly relevant when the source newspaper comes from a more obscure locality.)



Suggested Procedure: 


	Building the Field
	Look through an English newspaper in class before using computers and make sure students are aware of the features of a newspaper.http://www.aitech.ac.jp/~iteslj/quizzes/9801/mr-headlines.html and http://www.eslpartyland.com/news/headlines.htm have some newspaper headlines quizzes suitable for higher level students

	Model Text/ Joint Construction
	http://literacynet.org/cnnsf/  (for higher levels) and http://www.otan.dni.us/cdlp/education/education.html (for lower levels) contain newspaper stories online with exercises and vocabulary assistance that provide useful newspaper style reading lessons that explore newspaper style genre. Both sites include video and audio of the stories that can be accessed by suitably connected computers. The teacher should choose the particular story to be covered in class and introduce the topic as well as cover any appropriate pre teaching. In a class situation students should work through the exercises in pairs. Whilst the activity has no communicative content inherent in itself, by using cooperative learning and having two students working together on the one computer communicative benefit can be gained when to solve the tasks not only must students scan through the material, but they must communicate their ideas and thoughts together to jointly negotiate the correct answers. Follow up discussion or writing activities can be given as extra activities for this exercise.

	Individual Construction
	The activity its aims and benefits are explained and students are paired, with computer novices working with those more familiar with web browsing. http://www.onlinenewspapers.com/
 is opened and students are free to browse through the various countries and their newspapers to find their article. I recommend stipulating they cannot use newspapers from their home country because doing so they tend to get distracted and just read their home news which is an activity they can do in self access not class time. However this procedure can be varied as required by teacher discretion and for example it may be decided to only get stories from one particular country or region for a particular lesson. The teacher circulates amongst the groups problem solving and most importantly assessing articles for suitability based on their length, complexity and suitability for a particular student.  Printing can only be carried out after the teacher has seen the article and given approval.

Depending on time, students use either links from the newspaper or search engines to get some background information on the location that the newspaper comes from. This information can be summarised by the students or printed out, but again only with the teacher’s approval. More monitoring and troubleshooting are required in this activity as well, especially if students are less computer literate. Browsing the web in this loose manner can lead to students getting distracted or searching the wrong places so an eye must be kept out to see that students remain on task and this part of the lesson can be harrowing for the teacher especially if the class is new to the activity and/or not web conversant. 

Students take home the articles and information they have found and printed and usually are given over a weekend to prepare their oral presentations. Appendix A & B handouts provide useful assistance for students in this stage. There are different methods for presenting these reports in class. My preferred method is to have 2, 3 or 4, (depending on class numbers) reports each day over a week.  Each day the class is divided into a number of groups matching the number of students giving reports for that day and each group listens to a student’s report, taking some notes, individually, whilst they do so. There is no time limit for these reports as it depends on the story and the depth of the report, as well as any follow up discussion or questions that arise but it would usually take around 5 –20 minutes. When all the groups have finished the groups are then reorganized into new groups that have 1 student from each of the previous groups so that within the new groups the students have not heard the same reports. Using their notes, just taken, all the students with in the group then give an account of the report that they heard to their new group. Again there is no time limit and it will depend on follow up discussion if any but each recount of a report can be expected to be shorter than the original report, no longer than ten minutes or so. 

	Teacher’s Role
	The teachers role is vital to help with navigation of the WWW, solve any technical problems that may arise, as well as assist students in evaluation of the appropriateness of their choice of article. This role is involved and can be stressful especially when used for the first time with a class of if students are not conversant with the WWWW. Choice of article is critical for this activity to succeed and students, especially when beginning this activity, often need guidance in choosing an article that is suited for them to give an oral presentation on. Whilst it is preferred students can choose articles they themselves are interested in, consideration must be given to the complexity and length of the articles matching the levels of the students (not too difficult but not too easy) as well as to the subjects of the articles (whether they contain enough information regarding the subject for a report and how much background or prior knowledge would be required for full understanding of the report). Reports with universal themes that are not necessarily cultural specific often work well whilst stories requiring a lot of specific context based knowledge or background do not. With experience students usually learn to choose appropriate article on their own, however the teacher must give approval before any article can be sent to the printer. In the reporting stage where appropriate, the teacher provides further clarification regarding a particular story or some vocabulary used and/or leads on to full class discussion or other follow up activities if required.

	Extension
	Students could look at pictures on news sites on the WWW and write their own newspaper stories with appropriate headlines that they could also present to other class members.

	Evaluation
	As with many web activities, evaluation of the lesson can be ascertained by the level of interest of the students in the activity. In this case in the preparation they put into and the quality of their presentations will reflect the students progress. 

	Final Word
	The use of students giving oral newspaper reports on a weekly basis (not necessarily taken from the Internet) is a highly recommended and valuable activity. Although suitable for occasional use, with regular use it becomes more efficient and flows smoother. The class time taken becomes shorter whilst the quality of the reports shows rapid improvement.  Students know they must do it and see their classmates doing it all the time so reluctance and nervousness is soon overcome. New students entering a class will join in easily with the activity when the class culture is positive and promoting its use. However it is a time consuming activity and does require effort from the teacher for its success. Using the Internet to enhance and add to this activity is enhances the activity and provides some variation but requires even more classroom time and teacher effort. Monthly or bi-monthly would be recommended rather than weekly for this variation of the activity.




Appendix A- Guidance for giving Newspaper Reports Intermediate level and up


  Newspaper Report Guidance

This guide is aimed to help you prepare your oral reports on a current story from the newspaper. Your talk is not supposed to be a prepared speech that you read to the class; nor is it necessary to explain every small detail that is included in the text. The idea is to report on the main details of the story, teach some new vocabulary that you needed to look up in the dictionary, and tell us your opinions and ideas about this topic. 

1) The Headline

Did the headline arouse your curiosity?

What can you predict about the story from the headline?

How does it relate to the story?

Does it have any double meaning or special use of language? 

Does it do justice to the story?

2) Pictures and diagrams

Do they help to explain or clarify the text?

Are they worth reproducing for the class for your report? 

3) Purpose

What is the writer’s aim in the text?

Was this aim achieved? How?

What was the likely source of the information contained in it?

4) Content

What are the key ideas or important parts of this news story?

Where, when, why and how did it happen? Who or what was involved?

Are the ideas in the story clearly stated? How?

Do you feel the story is biased in any way? Why?

What did you learn from this story?

What do you already know about the background to this story?

Do you have similar stories on corresponding issues in your own country?

If so are they treated in a similar manner?

What details of this story require further investigation?

5) Opinion

What do you think about this story?

What do you think about the issues involved behind this story?

Do you agree with the writer’s opinion on this story if stated? (or if not perhaps on the implied opinion coming from the tone and style of the text)

· Involve other class members- get their opinions on this topic! 

· Speak clearly, loudly and confidently!

· Don’t worry about mistakes, just do your best!
Appendix B- Sample newspaper report preparation handout

	Newspaper Article Report

	Title:
	Name:

	Source:
	Date:

	Content/Overview (What happened)



	Key People (who was involved)



	Location (where it happened)



	Timing (when it happened)



	Background (why and how it happened)



	Opinion (what you think about the story)



	New Vocabulary from your Article

	Word
	Meaning
	Sentence

	1.


	
	

	2.


	
	

	3.


	
	

	4.


	
	

	5.
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